
CBA ANNUAL 
MEETING 
 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 
6:30 p.m. @ LifePark Church  
  
As an association of churches 
we have many things to cele-
brate and many opportunities 
to consider!   

In order to protect our  
Sunday Church schedules and 
create a time for connection 
among our churches, we have 
moved our Annual Meeting to 
a dinner celebration on  
Thursday evening, October 18 
at LifePark Church in Mount 
Pleasant.   

Over dinner we will enjoy 
hearing testimonies, vision 
updates and ministry reports 
reflecting our new shared  
vision! Mark your calendars 
and reserve your place at the 
table.  *Registration for annual 
meeting will begin in September. 
 

The Church at LifePark  
1151 George Browder Blvd  
Mount Pleasant  

JULY - SEPT 2018 
Strengthening Churches - Strengthening Leaders - Planting Churches 

OPENING TABLES - UNITING IN MISSION 

Tables provide a place to make connection with others and space for building rela-
tionships. In Luke’s Gospel, the table is one of the most common and yet most  
significant elements where Jesus is either going to a meal, at a meal or coming from 
a meal.  In each setting, we see that the Gospel is exampled in the way that relation-
ships are formed through the open access both to Jesus and to one another.   

Like the tables in Luke’s Gospel, the 80 churches of the CBA  
create places to connect and spaces for relationship with Jesus 
and with one another in specific geographical areas in Greater 
Charleston.  Through the Charleston Baptist Association, 
each church (“table”) connects for the shared mission of 
making disciples of every man, woman and child.  The  
Preamble from our constitution states our purpose, “…To 
enable the member churches to cooperate in accomplishing 
the Great Commission of our Lord (Matthew 28:18-20). With 
each individual congregation maintaining her autonomy, the 
Association would be enabled to accomplish together what 
no one church could do alone.”   

The CBA represents the largest evangelical association of churches in the tri-county  
area.  However, the over-all average church attendance of all evangelical churches 
on a Sunday morning is now into single digit percentages for each county averaging 
around 9% of the population.  Missionaries are usually sent into places where the 
church attendance moves into single digits. By the year 2028, it is estimated that 
there will be 1 million people living in the tri-county region of Greater Charleston.    
 
In the same way that our SBC cooperative giving unites our national and interna-

tional outreach, so does our 
shared geography provide an 
opportunity for a cooperative 
mission by sharing the Good 
News that through Jesus there 
is access to God’s family.   
Because our cooperative ways 
make us better together, we 
have clustered our 80 churches 
into 7 groups that share a  
common geography with  
diverse demographics across  
Greater Charleston.  

Our first goal is to create a leadership table in each cluster group to connect pastors 
and other church leaders to introduce the latest demographic information, explore 
ways to strengthen our churches and build cooperative relationships in carrying out 
the mission of making disciples.  

As we move into the fall, CBA pastors & church leaders will be invited to come  
together at a table in these 7 cluster areas.  We are praying that each pastor and 
each church will be willing to open hands and hearts as we unite around our shared 
mission to make disciples of every man, woman and child as no one church can 
reach everyone.  May we join the prophet Habakkuk in his vision to see “The earth 
(Greater Charleston) filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.”    (Habakkuk 2:14)  

 

 

CBA EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 11th @ 11am 

CBA Offices and Chapel 
3625 Azalea Drive 
N. Charleston  29405 
 

We will take some time to 
pray for our country and  
review associational matters 
in preparation for our fall 
annual meeting. 

“Through the 
CBA, each church 
(“table”) connects 

for the shared  
mission of making 
disciples of every 
man, woman and 

child.” 



Adrian & Lindsay 
Fernandez are 
interning under 
Pastor Jerry  
Zapata in church 
planting Ethnic 
Ministry in 
Greater Charleston.  Adrian is 
native to Costa Rica and has a 
Bible College degree.  Lindsay is 
a graduate of Global Studies 
from Liberty University and has 
been a resident in Charleston 
for the past 15 years.   

Over the past 7 years, they have 
served together in short-term 
mission outreach in Costa Rica. 
As a newly married couple, it is 
their goal to serve together as 
missionaries to the ethnic 
groups in Greater Charleston.  
They will share through local 
ethnic churches in ministry  
opportunities such as ESL, 
Apartment Life, outreach events 
and personal discipleship.   

Ethnic Church 
Planting Interns 

CBA STAFF REALIGNMENT 
Our vision is leading us to shift our focus to serve as an equipping resource for 
churches and leaders of our association.  It is our aim to serve as a back office 
in order to leverage the strength and support of our denomination’s resources 
in and through our local churches.  As a result, we have repositioned our staff 
and schedule to come alongside of church leaders and teams.   

 

Equipping Associate – Neal McGlohon 

Neal McGlohon has been teaching principles and practices of Gospel 
presence & Gospel purpose (Mission DNA) to church planters and 
established pastors for the past two decades.  Approximately 60 CBA 
Pastors, Planters and Staff members have participated in this regional 
mission DNA training (The Cypress Project). He is currently the Director 
of the Hub Charleston, a church planting resource to connect relation-

ships and resources together in Greater Charleston.  

The CBA has entered into a working relationship with Neal to engage his specialized skill in 
equipping leaders and mobilizing churches in carrying out the Great Commission.  His 
strengths will help serve the CBA vision of Strengthening Leaders, Churches and Planting 
Churches.  Neal will be bringing the best of his mission principles and practices to serve our 
CBA churches onsite within geographical cluster areas.  From basic training to coaching 
huddles, our association of churches will be served well and will be strengthened in carry-
ing out our shared mission.  

 Neal and his wife, Joy, have been residents in Greater Charleston for nearly a decade.  
Neal’s education includes a B.S. degree from University of Georgia and a Masters of Divini-
ty from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is also a trained leadership coach 
and adjunct professor. Neal and Joy have one son, Brandon who is in Greenville working 
for Grace Church, and a married daughter PJ who is in Charlotte. 
 

Resource Associate - Leila Carlson 

Leila Carlson’s primary role has been repurposed to function as our  
Resource Associate.  She will be available to help with coordinating and 
connecting resources to the support staff and support systems of our 
CBA Churches. Time on Thursdays will become dedicated to  
on-site visits to our churches.   

 

 

Giving Thanks for Mike Bobo  

For the past 16 years, Mike Bobo has faithfully served on our association staff team.  In 
addition to the many roles he has skillfully served on staff, Mike has 
served our local churches through pulpit supply, interim pastorates 
and teaching.  Mike’s ambition to serve in pastoral leadership in the 
local church recently mobilized him to pursue full-time local church 
ministry.  While Mike transitioned from our staff team in June, our 
Administrative Team has committed to support him over the next few 
months as he transitions to his next ministry position.  On Sunday, July 
1, Mike was ordained by the Pinecrest Baptist Church in West Ashley.  
Please be in prayer for Mike and take a moment to send him an e-mail 
of encouragement: mikebobo3289@gmail.com  



2018 SCBC  
ANNUAL MEETING 

 

NOVEMBER 13-14, 2018 
MOUNT MORIAH MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

Check for more details at: 
http://www.scbaptist.org/ 

 

STRENGTHENING 
LEADERS  
 

SEP 19-21 | Equipped:  
For Every Good 
Work 
 
EARLY BIRD  
REGISTRATION 

ENDS JULY 31ST 
 

East Cooper Baptist, MT. Pleasant 
 

 

Equipping the Church and  
engaging the culture with: 

 Dr. Russell Moore, President 
of the Ethics & Religious  
Liberty Commission  

 Pastor Jason Cook of Fellow-
ship Church in Memphis, TN.   

 

To register:  
https://eventgrid.com/Events/37307/
equipped-for-every-good-work 

Pastoral scholarships are available.  
Please inquire by e-mail to   
info@charlestonbaptist.net 

 

Strengthening Churches… Strengthening Leaders… Planting Churches…  
Among the Nations in Greater Charleston 

 
Ethnic groups are becoming a significant part 
of our growing population in Greater Charles-
ton.  Out of the 34 people moving into our 
region every day, nearly 7% are of an ethnic 
minority. It is projected that nearly 15% of the 
residents of Greater Charleston outside of the 
I-526 loop will be of a multi-ethnic nationality 
by the year 2028.   

Since 2016, three new 
ethnic minority church 
plants have been initi-
ated and established in 
Goose Creek and North 
Charleston.  The 
Charleston Baptist  
Association has been 
connecting local 
churches with Pastor 
Jerry Zapata and a 

team of apprentice leaders to establish these 
new church plants.   

Two Hispanic churches have been 
planted and three more ethnic 
churches have entered the initial 
establishing phase: Hispanic con-
gregation at Northwood Baptist 
Church, Brazilian church plant 
group that has met in Goose 
Creek and the beginnings of a 
Burmese Church due to the near-
ly 200 Burmese people living in 
and near Charleston. Additionally, the Asian 
population is expected to grow by 3% over 
the next few years.  Work and preparation is 
needed to build a core team and to develop 
leaders to grow and make disciples.  

Since 2017, Pastor Jerry Zapata has been 
offering biblical training to develop leaders, 
preachers and missionaries here in Greater 
Charleston.  Pastor Zapata has joined in with 
the CBA and has created partnerships with 
CBA churches. There are currently 30 ethnic 
leaders who are meeting monthly to partici-
pate in this strategic development track.  

Pastor Zapata is native to the country of Co-
lombia and is a tenured leader who has 
served in vocational church ministry for over 
25 years.  He and his wife, Berly have made 

Greater Charleston their home once their first 
church plant was initiated back in 2016. Pas-
tor Zapata functions as a developer of leaders 
and a strategic coordinator to reach ethnic 
minorities through planting the Gospel in 
communities through everyday residents of 
Greater Charleston who assume the call to 
live as missionary Christians.   

The current funds raised from these church 
plants are directed to operating budgets and 
supporting outreach efforts.  Presently, the 
majority of Pastor Jerry’s support comes from 
the North American Mission Board (Atlanta, 
Georgia). They have contracted with him be-
cause of his gifts and abilities to equip leaders 
and multiply churches.  They are utilizing his 
skills to also assist ethnic church planting 
efforts in the Southeast of the United States. 

The CBA Administrative Team has established 
a designated account for churches and indi-

viduals to provide support over 
and above regular associational 
giving. The purpose of these 
funds will provide funding sup-
port for Pastor Zapata to invest 
more time in Greater Charles-
ton, provide support for appren-
tice leaders and interns and 
provide monies for training and 
outreach.  The objective of this 
strategic coordinating role will 

help: 1) Reach more ethnic groups through 

training leaders and planting churches in 

Greater Charleston 2) Equip leaders and 

members of established churches in the CBA 
in reaching out to people of ethnicity here in 
Greater Charleston and beyond.   

“There are currently 

30 ethnic leaders 
who are meeting  

monthly to  
participate in this 

strategic  
development track.” 

JERRY ZAPATA 

34  People per day 

7%  Ethnic minorities 

2 Hispanic Church plants 

1     Brazilian Church plant 

200  Burmese people 

3% growth in Asian population 

http://www.scbaptist.org
https://eventgrid.com/Events/37307/equipped-for-every-good-work
https://eventgrid.com/Events/37307/equipped-for-every-good-work
mailto:info@charlestonbaptist.net?subject=Equipped:%20For%20Every%20Good%20Work%20-%20East%20Cooper%20Baptist


 

AUG 9-10  GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT | Riverbluff Church 

AUG 11 EPIC BIBLE STUDY TEACHER TRAINING | CSU 

AUG 18   CHURCH SAFETY SEMINAR | Miles Road Baptist 

SEPT 11 SAVE THE DATE! - CBA FALL EXECUTIVE MEETING  

SEPT 19-21  STRENGTHENING LEADERS CONFERENCE | East Cooper 

OCT 18   SAVE THE DATE! - CBA ANNUAL MTG. | LifePark Church 

NOV 13-14 SAVE THE DATE! - SCBC ANNUAL MEETING 
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CBA PARTNER MINISTRIES 
 
 The HUB Charleston 
 Two16 BCM  
 NAMB - North American Mission Board 
 South Carolina Baptist Convention 
 South Carolina WMU 
 IMB - International Mission Board 
 International Seafarer’s Ministry 
 South Carolina Disaster Relief 
 

Links to partner websites at: 
https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/ministry-partners/ 
 

 
Office: 843-723-4571 
General Email: info@charlestonbaptist.net 
Website: www.charlestonbaptist.net 
 

"Everyone has the ability to positively im-
pact their community and world. No matter 
where your influence is—in your family, 
school, work or church—when you commit 
to grow your leadership, everyone around 
you wins! 
 

Please join us on August 9th and 10th 
at Riverbluff Church for the Global Leader-
ship Summit. 
 

For more information about joining the 
Leadership Summit Network please contact 
Guy Smith, Pastor for Ministry Mobiliza-
tion: gsmith@riverbluff.org 
 
To Register:  https://www.willowcreek.com/rega/#/
reg/trans/one?invtID=EV-LSS1808-MAIN-0652 

Global Leadership  
Summit 

Riverbluff Church   |  August 9-10 

What: EPIC BIBLE STUDY TEACHER TRAINING | GALATIANS AND JAMES 
Where:  Charleston Southern University      When:  August 11 @ 8am - 12pm 
Who: Dr. Ed Gravely, Associate Professor of Christian Studies at CSU and a member of 
Crossroads Community Church, Summerville, SC. 
http://www.churchandgospel.com/event/epic-bible-study-teacher-training-august-11/ 

www.rochester-insurance.com/event/seminar-on-church-safety-hosted-by-miles-road-baptist-church-summerville-sc/ 

Is your ministry wanting to form a safety team? 
Do you know where to begin? 
Does your ministry’s safety team need struc-
ture & training? 
Does your ministry’s insurance policy cover 
your safety team? 

Hosted by: 
Miles Road Baptist Church 
819 Jamison Road, Summerville, SC  

Q: 

Saturday, August 18th   9:30am - 12pm 

https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/ministry-partners/
https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/
mailto:gsmith@riverbluff.org?subject=Global%20Leadership%20Summit
https://www.willowcreek.com/rega/#/reg/trans/one?invtID=EV-LSS1808-MAIN-0652
https://www.willowcreek.com/rega/#/reg/trans/one?invtID=EV-LSS1808-MAIN-0652
http://www.churchandgospel.com/event/epic-bible-study-teacher-training-august-11/
http://www.rochester-insurance.com/event/seminar-on-church-safety-hosted-by-miles-road-baptist-church-summerville-sc/

