
ANNUAL MEETING 
Riverbluff Church 
October 21st @6:30pm 
 
Join us for a time of worship 
and a meal as we bring you  
updates and share stories of 
what God has done in our  
association over the last year.  

As an association of churches 
we have many things to cele-
brate and many opportunities 
to consider!   
 
Over dinner we will enjoy hear-
ing testimonies, vision updates 
and ministry reports reflecting 
our new shared  
vision! Mark your calendars and 
reserve your place at the table.  
*Registration for annual meeting 
will begin in September through 
the CBA Website at: 

https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/
events/2019/10/21/cba-annual-meeting  

Strengthening Churches - Strengthening Leaders - Planting Churches 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 2019 

STRENGTHENING CHURCHES 
SATURATE: A Strengthening Churches Workshop for churches and leaders  

 

FALL EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE MEETING   
 

SEPT 17th @ 11am 
CBA Offices / Destiny  
Worship Center Sanctuary 
 

We will be presenting infor-
mation on more opportunities 
for our churches to connect as 
well as ministry updates and 
budget items.   
*Agenda items will be presented 
for approval by Lead Pastors &  
Designated Executive Committee 
Meeting Messengers. 

JULY - SEP 2019  

How can your participation in a Saturate Workshop be both strategic for your church and 
transforming for you personally?  Consider the following questions; if you do not have a 
plan or process to address these issues, we can help you and your church develop a plan 
through the SATURATE Workshop.   

• What if your church succeeds, or finds a way to survive, BUT 
your geography is more lost and broken every year than the 
year before? 

• If God got what he wanted in your geography, what three 
things would change the most? 

• If your church were the only church in your city, or the only one 
that had received the Great Commission, how would it change 
your approach? 

• Do your church’s priorities, decisions, and calendar better re-
flect building a kingdom or building The Kingdom? 

• What would need to shift in order for your church to see the harvest as Jesus saw it? 

• If God answered your prayers from this past week, how many more people would be 
in his kingdom? What would have changed in your community? 

• What percentage of your conversations this week were with lost people? How has an 
every man, woman, and child mindset impacted your budget, calendar, staff time, 
staff deployment, facilities? 

• Do you have a clear, biblical ‘target’ for the disciple God has called you to make? 
 

The Need for Strengthening Churches 
 

Based on national research, 900 SBC churches close their doors every year.  The vitality of 
evangelical churches is not heading toward decline, it is already in decline across the na-
tion.  Locally, nearly 1/3 of our association’s 78 churches are in decline and unless there is 
a resurgence some could be just a few years away from closure. The good news is that we 
now have more resources and opportunities than ever before for churches to experience 
a restart.  The North American Mission Board, our state convention and our association 
have been applying much energy, time and resources into revitalizing churches.  Our 
Strengthening Churches Team is eager to walk your church through a tested process to-
ward revitalization.   
 
There are 6 key steps toward repurposing your church for new vitality:  

If your church is ready to engage this process, please let us know and we will get the con-
versation started: www.charlestonbaptist.net/vision-pathways  

Step 1:  
Exploration  

 

Gain an  
understanding  
of the church 
in its present  

condition 
through guided  
conversations 

and prayer 

Step 2:  
Evaluation  

 

An inside look 
at changes and 
patterns of the 
church and the 

surrounding 
community  

Step 3:  
Presentation  

 

Presentation of 
findings to the 

church for  
prayer and  

consideration 
of options 

Step 4:  
Recommendation 

 

A guided process 
to assist church 

leadership in 
presenting one  

or two  
recommendations 
to move forward  

Step 5:  
Deliberation  

 

Church  
congregation 

comes  
together to 

decide on the 
path forward 

Step 6:  
Implementation  

 

A call to action 
by voting to  
approve the  

recommendation 
and begin draft-
ing the plan for  

leading the 
church forward  

If God got  
what he  

wanted in your 
geography, 
what three 

things would 
change the 

most? 

https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/events/2019/10/21/cba-annual-meeting
https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/events/2019/10/21/cba-annual-meeting
https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/str-churches


Submitted to SCBC by Larry Rice,  
Ashley River Baptist Church 
  

After contacting a school to partner with, three of us visited 
the principal and she was glad to see us. We told her what we 
were thinking and I asked her, “What keeps you awake at 
night?” She replied with “the kids on the bubble.” Those kids 
needed just a little help to be 
able to read at grade level, but 
they didn’t have anyone to 
provide that extra help. My 
thought was, “Ashley River 
Baptist Church has people 
who could do that.” We left 
that meeting knowing that 
God’s plan was for us to work 
at that school. 
St. Andrew’s Math and  
Science School is a partial magnet school, with about 30% of 
the children enrolled in the magnet school and the remainder 
attending from the surrounding community. 
The Principal, Reading Coach and staff members came up 
with a remarkable plan. From 8:45am to 9:15am, our team of 
17 volunteers were to help 2nd graders with their reading 

Tuesday through Thursday. This was called “Team Time.” Our 
volunteers were granted 30 minutes each day with those  
students, which totals an hour and thirty minutes of reading 
each week. During this time, each student received assistance 
from three different volunteers who utilized various teaching 
methods. 
The 2nd grade teachers were thrilled to have us work with 

their students. From August to January, our 
students improved the scores on the MAP test 
from 7 to 20 points. For Christmas, our stu-
dents received a book and a few other small 
gifts, while each teacher received a Christmas 
card and a book for their classroom. 
We didn’t begin our reading program until 
after Thanksgiving, but plan to work with 
more students and begin much earlier next 
year. Our volunteers are ready to go back and 
miss “their kids.” We are making plans now to 

enroll more volunteers and we hope to have more opportuni-
ties to serve next year. 
It was a great joy for me personally, serving as team leader of 
this enthusiastic mission group. This first year was to “try out 
the waters,” but next year we will see how else we can help 
the school. 

ETHNIC MINISTRY UPDATE 
 

This summer has brought numerous churches together in part-
nership to reach the kids and teenagers in the North Charleston area 
giving access to the Gospel. As mentioned in the previous news-
letter, much has transpired over this season of Summer from VBS, 
Kids Club, and Neighborhood-wide events, and God has opened 
doors for more partnerships and activities for the Fall. Kid’s Club 
received a lot of positive feedback from the community, therefore 
plans are in the works for them to restart in Fall of 2019. Many kids 
responded to the Gospel and were eager to learn more about Jesus.  
This eager desire to know and follow Jesus is what we live for. These young hearts are 
showing us that the “harvest is plentiful” in this community of Latino kids in the North 
Charleston area, but the “laborers are few”. We ask you as an individual or a church to 
“pray to the Lord of the Harvest” and ask Him where He is sending you. If it is to your  
neighbor, then go! Many are eager to know God and they are just right around the corner.  
If you would like to get involved with the Ethnic Ministry, please consider having your 
church volunteer with us, sponsor an event or pray for what God is doing in the North 
Charleston area.   
       Please feel free to email us at ethnicministry@charlestonbaptist.net  

-“Back to School Bash” Event for the 
Charleston Farms community put on 
by East Cooper Baptist Church  
 

-Conversation Partners – One-on-one 
Language learning through connect-
ing an English Speaker with a Spanish 
Speaker.  
 

-Kids Club for Fall 2019 : Bi-weekly 
meetings for kids ages 6-12 to hear 
about Jesus, sing songs, and play 
games. You can get involved by  
donating recreation equipment or 
volunteering one Saturday a month.  

Adrian & Lindsay Fernandez | Associational Missionaries 
www.charlestonbaptist.net/ethnic-ministry    

CHURCH PLANTING UPDATE 
 

As we anticipate a few new ethnic church plants 
in 2020, we have been making preparations 
through training and assessing leaders.  Our 
CBA Ethnic Ministry leader, Pastor Jerry Zapa-
ta, just completed a national assessment 
training that certifies him to conduct assess-
ment workshops here in Greater Charleston.   

Pastor Jerry Zapata has also entered into an ethnic ministry 
partnership agreement with the South Carolina Baptist Con-
vention.  He will be mobilizing and resourcing ethnic lead-
ers for multiplying churches across the state.  Pastor Zapa-
ta will continue serving in ethnic ministry through the CBA 
on a part-time basis and at the same time will broaden the 

scope of his ministry to mobilize church planting to the 
growing population of ethnicities in South Carolina.  

Pastor Jerry Zapata| Ethnic Ministry Associate | jerryz@charlestonbaptist.net 

mailto:ethnicministry@charlestonbaptist.net
http://www.charlestonbaptist.net/ethnic-ministry
mailto:jerryz@charlestonbaptist.net


BCM….. 
Charleston Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry is about to kick off the 
fall with some welcome week 
events for new and returning stu-
dents. Please pray that we’ll be 
able to connect with many new 
students during these events and 
throughout the semester!  
Also be praying for our returning 
students - that they will grow in 
their faith and have a  burden to 
share the gospel with their 
friends and classmates.  
We would still love to have some 
volunteers to help with providing 
dinner to our college students for 
our Monday night Citywide    
Worship. If you can help provide 
a meal, or part of a meal, please 

contact Kelli Creswell at              
info@charlestonbcm.org or call 
919.610.6538. We’re happy to 
provide more information, meal 
ideas, and answer any questions 
you may have!  

 

Aug. 19 - Scavenger hunt and dinner 

Aug. 21 - First coffee giveaway at 
College of Charleston 

Aug. 22 - Game night 

Aug. 26 - First Citywide Worship 

Joshua Austin | BCM Director  
Kelli Creswell | Assoc. Director 
www.charlestonbcm.org 

Marshall Blalock 

SCBC Literacy Missions 

http://www.scbaptist.org/literacy-missions/  
 

Did you know that more than 300,000 people in 
South Carolina speak a language other than  
English?  Did you know that people representing 
more than 200 nationalities call South Carolina home?  
For more information about beginning an ESL ministry, please  
connect with Lynne Ross at LiteracyMissions@scbaptist.org  or  
Jon Jamison at jonjamison@scbaptist.org.  

 
Engage Workshop   

SEP 10th | 9am-3pm 

Ridgeland Baptist Church 
1448 Grays Hwy 
Ridgeland, SC 29936 

 

ONE DAY FOCUSED ON RAISING THE BAR IN EVANGELISM 
Learn from top evangelistic leaders how to create 
evangelistic culture, raise the expectation of evange-
lism and inspire every member to be a disciple maker 

who shares hope. 
Featuring Speakers:  
Chad Moore and  
Marshall Blalock.  
Registration $20  
Lunch & Resources  
Included 

Now is the time to lead your church in a special  
emphasis on our unified efforts in SC to point people to Christ. 
Visit https://janiechapmanoffering.org/resources for resources 
that include the Prayer Guide for a week of daily prayer, and 
the Family Mission Page that includes ideas for engaging fami-
lies in prayer and giving. Consider using these during your 
church's small group meetings during the week. Ministries 
throughout SC that depend on our prayers and financial gifts 
include Church Planting, Collegiate Missions Mobilization, Sea-
farers, Heart 4 Schools, and Associational Partnerships. Do your 
part to help your church know the need, pray specifically, and 
give joyously to the Janie Chapman Offering. 
 

You can share a gift of love and the Gospel with a child in need 
through our partnership with Appalachian Mountain Ministry 
Christmas Backpacks. All new zippered backpacks include toys, 
hygiene items, food, clothing and a copy of the Christmas Story. 
Often what is provided in the backpack is 
all the child will have to eat during the 
Christmas break. This year our backpacks 
will be delivered to West Virginia. Instruc-
tions on preparation are at  
https://www.scwmu.org/christmasbackpacks.  
 

Collection will take place Monday, Nov. 4 dur-
ing the Baptist Women's World Day of Prayer. 

 

Linda Iler| WMU Director 

lindaleeiler@gmail.com Chad Moore 

Strengthened Churches… 
Strengthen Churches  
 
As CBA Churches we are autonomous  
churches who share a common doctrine  
and mission in carrying out the Great  
Commission in a shared relational history within  
Greater Charleston.  In a similar way that an established 
church fosters and plants a new church, there is move-
ment across the nation of established churches repur-
posing established churches.  One successful approach 
is through a family model of churches which preserves 
the independence of the local church and creates an 
interdependent family partnership with another sister 
church(es).  This approach promotes an arranged de-
pendency from the church being strengthened toward 
the strengthening church.  The dynamic of this interde-
pendent familial partnership is expressed in the sharing 
of resources that reshapes mission and vision and al-
lows for the sharing of strategies and emphases that 

reflect the same values and behaviors 
between the churches.   

If your church is interested in learning 
more about strengthening churches 
or if your church is seeking to be 
strengthened, please reach out to us: 

www.charlestonbaptist.net  

One successful 
approach is 
through a 

family model 
of churches... 

mailto:info@charlestonbcm.org
http://www.charlestonbcm.org
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mailto:LiteracyMissions@scbaptist.org
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Sept. 10th     ENGAGE Workshop - Ridgeland Baptist, Ridgeland, SC 
Sept. 17th     Fall Executive Meeting - Destiny Worship Center / CBA 
Sept. 27-28th  Saturate Workshop - Journey Church, Ladson 
Oct. 3rd     Minister’s Wives Dinner 
Oct. 21st     CBA Annual Meeting - Riverbluff Church 
Nov. 16th     Epic Bible Training - CSU 

CBA PARTNER MINISTRIES 
 
• The HUB Charleston 
• Two16 BCM  
• NAMB - North American Mission Board 
• South Carolina Baptist Convention 
• South Carolina WMU 
• IMB - International Mission Board 
• International Seafarer’s Ministry 
• South Carolina Disaster Relief 
 

Links to partner websites at: 
https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/ministry-partners/ 
 

 

Office: 843-723-4571 
General Email: office@charlestonbaptist.net 
Website: www.charlestonbaptist.net 
 

 

Epic Bible Teacher Training - Charleston Southern University 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
November 16, 2019 - Numbers & Deuteronomy with Dr. Peter Link  
February 2020 - Romans with Dr. Ed Gravely  
 

The Seafarer’s Ministry gives Chaplain 
Christopher Dale the opportunity to meet, 

connect and share the Gospel with people 
from around the world.  The transient nature 

of Seafarers does not always allow for building ongoing rela-
tionships.  However, there are some who have recurring ship-
ments that come back to the ports in 
Charleston. This dynamic allows for 
building rapport, trust and follow up to 
Gospel conversations.   
Recently, Chaplain Dale was able to 
engage in some of these return visits.   
 

Scanko is from an Orthodox back-
ground and his wife is Baptist.  He and 
Christopher have shared multiple con-
versations about Jesus and the gospel 
as a result of the study materials that 
he received via the donations to the 
Seafarer’s Ministry.      

 
 
 

Lucky, a seafarer from Somoa, originally met with  
Christopher in 2015 when he was able to give him a Somoan 
Bible.  Lucky is a believer in Christ and when he returned in 
May of 2019 he remembered Christopher and was excited to 
see him. Lucky expressed his gratefulness toward Christopher 
for the prayers he prayed on his behalf as Christopher  

encouraged him to pursue the role of 
becoming a pastor or chaplain aboard 
the ship.   
 

Please pray for Christopher and his min-
istry as he takes the gospel  
message to these people from around 
the world. Please pray that those who 
come to faith in Christ will share this 
with their fellow Seafarers.    
 
YOU CAN READ THE FULL STORY AND GET 
MORE INFO ON THE SEAFARER’S MINISTRY 
AT: www.internationalseafarersministry.net/  

Seafarer’s Ministry  | Chaplain Christopher Dale 
www.internationalseafarersministry.net 

Scanko from Montenegro 

https://www.charlestonbaptist.net/events  
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